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mediate promise of renown that one's love of service for its own
sake is tested. I commend the example of Barisal to the other
cities also. This purifying work has to be done even after swaraj.
Not everyone is qualified for it. Those therefore who feel the call
and have the requisite purity should turn their attention to the
eradication of this growing vice. The movement naturally has two
branches, the reclamation of fallen sisters and the weaning of men
from the degrading vice which makes man look upon his sister with
lust and tempts him to make her a prey to it. The qualities re-
quired for both the branches of work are the same, and the work
should be simultaneously done in both the branches if it is to bear
fruit.
INFLUENCE OF AN IMPRISONMENT
In the same letter in which he describes the work among the
fallen sisters of Barisal, Dr. Roy writes as follows:
East Bengal is indebted to Pir Badshah Mian's arrest for the Hindu-
Muslim unity which is now quite firm and boycott of foreign cloth which
is now almost complete among the masses.
Evidence of this character is pouring in from every direction. We
must not however rest on our oars. There is still much work to
be done. Both the unity and the boycott are tender plants requir-
ing protection and careful watering. The Hindu-Muslim unity
must be sustained by each seeking every occasion to serve the other
in a silent unostentatious manner. Boycott of foreign cloth can be
perpetuated only by the universal adoption of hand-spiiming, and
every cottage spinning the health-giving music of the wheel. Every
group of villages must have an expert who will insist upon the
yarn improving in strength, evenness and then fineness. There
are enough weavers in India if we can supply them with hand-
spun yarn that can be woven just as well as mill-spun yarn. This
one act will bring down prices of Indian mill-woven cloth as no-
thing else will.
A MYSTIC'S PRAISE OF SPINNING
A friend sends me the following from George Macdonald's
The Prince and Curdle on hand-spinning:
As he hesitated, he heard the noise of a spinning-wheel. He knew
it at once, because his mother's spinning-wheel had been his gover-
ness long ago, and still taught him things. It was the spinning-wheel that
first taught him to make verses, and to sing, and to think whether all was
right inside him; or at least it had helped him in all these things. Hence
it was no wonder he should know a spinning-wheel when he heard it sing.